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Our Vision.
We seek to alleviate the
burden from blindness and
vision impairment through
research that discovers
new knowledge and
improves patient outcomes
and clinical practice.

Our Mission.
We support eye and vision
research that prevents and
treats disorders and
discovers new knowledge
in partnership with
RANZCO and our
stakeholders.
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applicants resulting in 41% of submissions
receiving a grant.

The Priming grant was awarded to one team to
support RANZCO fellows who are new to research,
with the Australian Vision Research Board
providing strategic advice during grant
preparation.

Thank you

I wish to acknowledge the wonderful work by our
volunteers on the Research Advisory Committee
(RAC) supported by numerous external reviewers
and the Australian Vision Research team who
vetted the applications submitted and ensured
that Australian Vision Research applied the highest
standards of governance and integrity in the
management of the grants program. In particular,
I wish to thank Professor Alex Hewitt (Committee
Chair) and Associate Professor Sam Fraser-Bell
(Committee Secretary) for their stewardship of the
research committee.

The work of Australian Vision Research would not
be possible without the support and donations of
our members (consisting of 943 fellows as of
November 2022), sponsors and the community.
On behalf of the board, I wish to thank the Royal
Australian and New Zealand College of
Ophthalmologists (RANZCO), the Perth Eye
Foundation, Australian and New Zealand Society
of Retinal Specialists (ANZSRS), and the Australian
and New Zealand Eye Foundation (ANZEF), along
with the DW Fund, for their much-valued
contributions.

I also wish to thank our Australian Vision Research
team consisting of Phillip Cenere (CEO), Hayley
Cummings (Administration), and Betsy Pineda
(Fundraising) for their efforts in ensuring that we
deliver on our mission and strategic goals.
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Australian Vision Research is pleased to present
our July - December 2022 report.

One of the pleasures of writing this
report is to look back over the reporting
period and review the accomplishments
of Australian Vision Research and thank
those who have contributed to our
success.

Our new 5 year strategic plan and fundraising plan
was launched in 2022. It will build on and leverage
the many achievements of Australian Vision
Research as we enter our 70th year funding grants
for ophthalmic research to discover new
knowledge and improve outcomes for patients
with vision and eye disease.

Following a decision by the board of directors and
with the approval of the Australian Taxation Office
(ATO), commencing January 2023, Australian
Vision Research will move from a financial year to
a calendar year annual reporting period. This will
better align our reporting, grants program and
annual general meetings held at the RANZCO
congress each year.

This interim report covers our activities from July
to December 2022.Given this is an interim report,
we have provided within only a list of the
successful grant recipients for the 2022-2023
round. Progress reports from the previous year will
be published in our 2023 annual report.

In October 2022, after receiving 24 applications,
the Australian Vision Research board awarded
grants totalling $498,663 to 10 successful

Chair’s report
July-Dec 2022
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Expanding our
engagement

Growing our
impact and

reach

Ensuring our
governance and

sustainability are in
alignment with best

practices

Increasing
funding and
support for
research

5 Year Strategic Plan
2022 – 2027
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Finally, I wish to thank all the members of our
board of directors, including my fellow office
bearers; Associate Professor Richard Mills
(outgoing Secretary), Dr Jennifer Fan-Gaskin
(incoming Secretary) and Clinical Associate
Professor Paul Healey, NSW (Honorary Treasurer).

Australian Vision Researchwelcomes new
sponsors and corporate partners.

As we enter our 70th year, we are actively seeking
opportunities to partner with ophthalmologists,
businesses, foundations andstakeholders who
arekeen to champion ophthalmic researchers.

Partnership opportunitiesrange from $1,500
through to $100,000 and beyond with the option
of tailored packages. For more information, visit:
www.australianvisionresearch.org
or please contact our team at
supporters@australianvisionresearch.org

Fellows and members of the public can also get
behind visionresearch while increasing patient
engagement at
www.australianvisionresearch.org/members

None of the work we do would be possible without
the support of passionate people who continue to
champion ophthalmic practice and research over
the years.

Professor Stephanie Watson OAM
Chair, Australian Vision Research



A/Prof James Elder

Dr Danial Roshandel

Dr Sarah Hull

Dr Maciej Daniszewski

A/Prof Riccardo Natoli

Dr Greg Moloney

A/Prof Matthew Simunovic

Dr Rachel W. Martin

Dr Simon Skalicky

Dr Alessandra Micera

Dr Jonathan Ruddle

Professor Robyn Guymer

A/Prof Rick Liu

Dr Rachael Heath Jeffery

Dr Doron Hickey

Prof Colin Green

David Stephensen
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Thanks to our
reviewers
AVRwould like to thank the external referees who kindly
gave advice, helping with the allocation of the 2022/2023
grants. Their work is invaluable.

Dr Hamish Dunn

Dr Nick Di Girolamo

Dr Rod O'Day

Dr Glyn Chidlow

Dr Angelica Ly

A/Prof Zhichao Wu

A/Prof Fanfan Zhou

A/Prof Andrew White

A/Prof Chandra Balaratnasingam

Dr Amanda French

Dr Karl Brown

Dr Michael Goggin

Dr Shweta Kaushik

Dr Matthew Rutar

Dr Ivana Trapani

A/Prof Owen Siggs

Professor Stuart Graham

Professor Robyn Jamieson

Dr Sandy Shen-Chi Hung

Dr Simon Dean

Dr William Yates

Dr Jie Zhang

Dr Nathan Nielsen

Dr Lauren Wareham

Dr Jesse Gale

Professor Martine Jager

Dr Thomas Gin

Dr Michael Hogden

Dr Jonathon Ng

Dr Rachael Niederer

Professor David Mackey

Dr Johanna Jones

A/Prof Jod Mehta

Dr Brent Gaskin
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AVR would like to offer a special thank you to our generous donors,
without whose support we would not have been able to fund such
important research projects over the year.
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Thanks to our
partners

7

The support of partners and
individual supporters committed
to the advancement of eye
health and the ophthalmic
medical practice has been vital.

We would like to offer a special
thank you to all our generous
partners and donors, including
the DW Fund, The Perth Eye
Foundation, the Australian and
New Zealand Society of Retinal
Specialists, RANZCO and
RANZCO NSW Branch.
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A/Prof Michele
Madigan

A/Prof Liu Guei-Sheung RNA base editing for
treatment of inherited retinal
diseases

Livia Carvalho, Bang V. Bui,
Lewis Fry, David Cordeiro Sousa

Perth Eye
Foundation
Grant

A/Prof Ranjay
Chakraborty

Dr Luis Alarcon-
Martinez

Prof Alex Hewitt

Dr Nick Di Girolamo

Dr Roderick O’Day

Dr Jennifer Fan Gaskin

Expression of novel opsins
in the human choroid?

Dr Sandy Hung Engineering novel gene
therapy and delivery system
for correcting inherited retinal
diseases

ANZSRS GrantJon Ruddle, Leszek Lisowski,
Andrew Deans, Rajendra KC

Myopia in children – a result of
inadequate melatonin
production and circadian
rhythm dysfunction?

Visualising the axovascular
response in glaucoma: a
revolutionary new method to
measure single axonal and
capillary function in the living
optic nerve

Trabecular Meshwork Cell-Specific
Mapping of Intraocular Pressure
Regulated Gene Networks

Engineering a native cornea
from spare-parts

Precisely Mapping
Choroidal Tumour Margins

Preventing glaucoma blindness
– a new drug to control
postoperative scarring

FRB! 2.0: Linking imaging to clinical
registry outcomes to improve
understanding of progression of
age- related macular degeneration

Peter McCluskey

Richard Mills, Leon Lack,
Hannah Scott, Nicola Anstice,
Deepa A. Taranath

Keith Martin

Joseph Powell,
Seyhan Yazar

Mijeong Park,
John Males

Xavier Hadoux, Peter van
Wijngaarden

Elsa Chan

Adam Dunn,
Vuong Nguyen

AVR Grants

AVR Grant

AVR Grant

AVR Grant

AVR Grant

AVR Grant

AVR Grant

NSW RANZCO
and Priming
Grant

Dr Hemal Mehta

Total approved in 2022 for 2023

AMOUNTRESEARCH PROJECT TITLEGRANT NAMEOTHER INVESTIGATORSCHIEF INVESTIGATOR

Grants Approved
2022 for 2023

$50,000

$50,000

$49,993

$49,875

$49,300

$49,902

$49,990

$49,953

$50,000

$49,650

$498,663
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Our
People
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Our Board

Dr Richard
Stawell

Prof Stephanie
Watson OAM

A/Prof Richard
Mills

Dr Bill Glasson
(RANZCO
Nominee)

A/Prof George
Kong

A/Prof Chameen
Samarawickrama

A/Prof Paul
Healey

Dr Jennifer
Fan-Gaskin

Prof Stuart
Graham

Prof David
Mackey

Prof Matthew
Simunovic

Dr Genevieve
Oliver (RANZCO
Observer)

A/Prof Samantha
Fraser-Bell

Prof Alex Hewitt Prof Andrea
Vincent

A/Prof Peter van
Wijngaarden

Our Chief Executive Officer
Phillip Cenere
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Research Advisory
Committee 22-23

Prof Alex Hewitt (Chair)

A/Prof Samantha Fraser-Bell (Secretary)

Dr Jennifer Fan-Gaskin

A/Prof Michele Madigan

Dr Isabel Lopez Sanchez

Prof Andrea Vincent

Dr Samantha Lee

Dr Seyhan Yazar

Prof Stephanie Watson

Dr Graham Wilson (New Zealand
Save Sight Representative)

Dr John Wood

Dr Grace Lidgerwood

Dr Livia Carvalho

Professor Robert Casson

Professor Trevor Sherwin

Dr Thomas Campbell
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Directors’
report
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Auditor’s Independence
Declaration
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Statement of
Profit or Loss and other
Comprehensive income
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Statement of
Financial Position
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Statement of
Changes in Equity
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Statement of
Cash Flows
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Notes to the
Financial Statements
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Independent Audit Report to the
members of the Ophthalmic Research
Insitute of Australia
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The Ophthalmic Research Institute of Australia trading as
Australian Vision Research is registered with the
Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission (ACNC) ABN 37008393146


